CHANGING PLACES
CHANGING LIVES

The European Year of Volunteering 2011

events across the West Midlands during May and June.

GROUNDWORK

European Year of Vquntéeriﬁg — May 2011

The CHWB Team at Groundwork West Midlands
were successful in securing £37,000 from the

Office of Civil Society to lead a national

programme of environmental volunteer activity

and best practice sharing as part of the European

Year of Volunteering. This Activity took place

during May and June.
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European Year of Volunteering 2011

We worked in partnership with the Wildlife Trust, Sandwell Valley, housing associations including
Midland Heart and Coventry City Council to provide a calendar of environmental volunteering
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In total during May and June, Groundwork
West Midlands delivered 47 volunteer

events, providing 357 volunteer
opportunities equating to 157 hours of

Additionally partners helped to deliver a
further 139 volunteering opportunities
during this period. We also teamed up with
Groundwork Leeds who produced their own
regional volunteering calendar working in
partnership with the Wildlife Trust, BTCV and

DATE & TIME EVENT LOCATION CONTACT FUTHER INFORMATION
e Contact: Chris Rich 2 i z
Sunday-1=:May Green Mayday Priory Park, Dudley Email: chris.rich@fopp.com Varnous aﬁ;‘;ﬁzizmduumg
Monday 2™ May
é‘il:g:‘c"mfnvENTS: Contact: Amit Dattani 60 minute makeover of
Watem?orks 60 Waterworks Estate Birmingham Email: amit. dattani@groundwork.org.uk abandoned area of land (10am
SRR Tel: 0121 530 5500 —1:30pm)
Coventry Growing Contact: Judith Harris 2 ey
Paradise piméﬂge@?;éz Email: Judith harris@groundwork.org.uk gseigtel:tgsﬂomenherb poiswith
Readshow : R Tel: 024 7658 2258
Stoke Hanley Contact Jennifer Mcintosh
ForestPark Eun Cleveland Road Email: Grounds clearance and
aa Stoke-on-Trent ST1 4DX Jennifer. mcintosh@aroundwork.org.uk community games
Y Tel: 0121530 5500
alleyway Hawbush Road, Dudley, DY5 Emiail: he%?i[lltzrcsﬁ\dfé}zuh %rk oro 1k Volunteering with residents
and park makeover 3PN W fromthe Hawbush community
Moseley B Moseley Bog & Joy's ‘Wood Contact: Francesca Jarvis-Rouse gﬁg;e 222;’25219:;%2_30?5'
Voluntee‘; Dggs Nature Rest_erve. Moseley, Email: francesca.j@bbcwildife.org.uk peopﬁalPlease Bookin
Birmingham Tel: 0121 454 1199 advance. 10:30am-3pm
Transportis providedfrom
Raghtay Mesdows near e e s
Meadows village of Badyay, south of Contact- Michael Drummond — onthe wayto the day’s t‘?ask o
Tuesday 3™ May Fencing Kineton. Entrance SP 366475. Warwickshire Wildlife Trust FSRitnn t)(') Brandonfor3 3'0_
9.4 ha (23 acres). Open access. 024 7630 8998 4.00 9 th ‘tt"
Postcode: CV35 0. \ DI, WRAE ST DETING
3 \ Volunteers are advisedto /
/ \ \ Y bring wetweather gearand a
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Activities ranged from creating raised beds, green
space clearance, litter picks, planting, creating
compost bins, painting fences to creating balcony
flower boxes and food growing

A key part of the project was working with RSL’s,
helping them provide opportunities for residents to
volunteer on local projects.

Throughout the project, we were able to see how
important it was that the sites or areas where we
held volunteer events were highly visible within the
community, and that the activities addressed local
need.

We therefore worked with housing officers and
residents to help identify sites where we could help
deliver a day of action, with initial volunteering
activity from residents providing a catalyst for
further community involvement.

We will build on case studies and examples of good
practice in developing and delivering volunteer
opportunities with RSL’s by developing a webpage
with the Neighbourhoods Green Project (as part of
the National Housing Federation), enabling RSL’s
across England to access an informative online
toolkit with hints and tips to help get residents
involved in local social action projects.

Organisational links:

Groundwork West Midlands provided environmental
volunteering opportunities for staff from Marks and
Spencer, Sanctuary Housing, Volunteer England and
Severn Trent Water as part of this project

With strong links made with Defra, the National Housing
Federation and Volunteer England to help with project
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Pupils clean up alley

Pupils from a Brierley Hill school got Report Louise Jew

g“wf*..m‘"mm icking to clean up & Louise jew@exp wmwndstarcouk

Motgmthanmmchﬂdmnﬁomﬂnwbugh mﬁpeopledomdenmmmmgw
Primary stayed on after lessons to give I

their make-over to an allsywaymxttoﬂm

schmlbetweeanwhushRoadandMoor

West Midlands in the Black Country, said:
“The alleyway next to Hawbush Primary
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learning and dissemination, the legacy of the volunteering

activity delivered will have a further reach

/

DdyS 01 NEIP ITOII Craren |

Amit Dattani, leader for Groundwork | it a0

had become a local grot spot and haven for | ;

which of the envuunmtal theme for the Euro-
nean Year of Volunteering ”




