
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CHWB Team at Groundwork West Midlands 

were successful in securing £37,000 from the 

Office of Civil Society to lead a national 

programme of environmental volunteer activity 

and best practice sharing as part of the European 

Year of Volunteering. This Activity took place 

during May and June. 

 
 

 

We worked in partnership with the Wildlife Trust, Sandwell Valley, housing associations including 

Midland Heart and Coventry City Council to provide a calendar of environmental volunteering 

events across the West Midlands during May and June.  

 

In total during May and June, Groundwork 

West Midlands delivered 47 volunteer 

events, providing 357 volunteer 

opportunities equating to 157 hours of 

volunteer time 

Additionally partners helped to deliver a 

further 139 volunteering opportunities 

during this period. We also teamed up with 

Groundwork Leeds who produced their own 

regional volunteering calendar working in 

partnership with the Wildlife Trust, BTCV and 

British Waterways 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities ranged from creating raised beds, green 

space clearance, litter picks, planting, creating 

compost bins, painting fences to creating balcony 

flower boxes and food growing 

A key part of the project was working with RSL’s, 

helping them provide opportunities for residents to 

volunteer on local projects.  

Throughout the project, we were able to see how 

important it was that the sites or areas where we 

held volunteer events were highly visible within the 

community, and that the activities addressed local 

need. 

We therefore worked with housing officers and 

residents to help identify sites where we could help 

deliver a day of action, with initial volunteering 

activity from residents providing a catalyst for 

further community involvement. 

We will build on case studies and examples of good 

practice in developing and delivering volunteer 

opportunities with RSL’s by developing a webpage 

with the Neighbourhoods Green Project (as part of 

the National Housing Federation), enabling RSL’s 

across England to access an informative online 

toolkit with hints and tips to help get residents 

involved in local social action projects. 

 

 

Organisational links: 

Groundwork West Midlands provided environmental 

volunteering opportunities for staff from Marks and 

Spencer, Sanctuary Housing, Volunteer England and 

Severn Trent Water as part of this project 

With strong links made with Defra, the National Housing 

Federation and Volunteer England to help with project 

learning and dissemination, the legacy of the volunteering 

activity delivered will have a further reach 

I was surprised at the 

level of community 

cohesion at today’s 

event, was great fun! 

Sam Mars – Senior Information 

and Policy Officer (Volunteer 

England) 

It’s been fantastic to be 

part of this, I’ve had lots 

of fun, worked hard, got 

the kids involved and now 

we have some beautiful 

raised beds! 

Resident at an event 

There was a real sense of local 

action created here today, 

great to see so many residents 

out volunteering 

Housing officer at Midland Heart 

 

A fun community based event. 

It’s great to get involved with 

other M & S colleagues, would 

love to come and help again! 

Heather Yates – Marks and Spencer Plan A 

Team Leader 

 


