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Foreword

In May this year the Government
launched the final report of the
Urban Green Spaces Taskforce.
The report calls for action from all
sectors of society to reverse the
decline of urban parks and green
spaces over the last 20 years to
ensure that these “precious spaces
play their full role in creating a
better quality of life in our towns
and cities.”

Our report, Green and
tuiPleasant, chronicles the steps
taken by a group of resolute
residents to improve their local
space — a pocket park in North
Kensington. Unknowingly, and on
a micro scale, the Tavistock
Improvement Group (TIG) has
been debating a range of issues
over the last two years, not
dissimilar to those debated by the
Urban Green Space Task Force:

we have realisedthat the quality of
design is central to the
improvement and long-term value
of this space; we have thought
about the planting and the design
of the play areas and moved away
from traditional municipal
approaches and we are now
considering what steps we can
take to improve long-term
maintenance and management.

The improvements to Tavistock
Gardens have come about through
negotiation and partnership and
have radically changed a dark,
obscured and unsafe garden into
an open, safe, and beautifully
designed open space.

Sarah Harrison
Neighbourhoods Directorate
Notting Hill Housing Group
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